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Bloomberg Daily Environment Report™
BNA

Biotechnology

Advocates Urge President to Reguire GMO Labeling

A coalition of more than 200 environmental, food safety and pro-organic organizations and companies
has called on President Barack Obama to require nationwide labeling of food that contains genetically
modified organisms. In a letter dated...

Pesticides

ERPA Permitted Emergency Neonicotinoid Use

The Environmental Protection Agency allowed nine states to make unregistered applications of
neonicotinoid insecticides on an emergency basis in 2013, according to a notice published Jan. 17 in the
Federal Register (79 Fed. Reg. 3,201)....

Toxic Substances

BPA Threatens Human Health, Warrants
Lower Exposure Limit, European Agency Says

The widely used chemical bisphenol A (BPA) has the potential to cause damage to the human kidney,
liver and mammary gland and should be subject to a greatly reduced tolerable daily intake rating in the
European Union, the European Food Safety...

Toxic Substances

Carper, Shimkus Pledge to Examine
Chemical Safety After West Virginia Spill

Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del.) and Rep. John Shimkus (R-1ll.) have joined an expanding group of lawmakers
pledging to examine chemical safety and security laws and regulations in light of the spill of chemicals
from a Freedom Industries Inc. complex...
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Toxic Substances

MNew CDC Warning on Chemical Spill
Raises Alarms for West Virainians

A Centers for Disease Control and Prevention warning to pregnant women in West Virginia has raised
alarms because officials, relying on the agency’s guidance, had been assuring residents that their tap
water was safe after a chemical...

INSIDEEPA.COM

an online news service from the publishers of Inside EPA

No stories today.

Greenwire
PESTICIDES:

Study links common type of pesticide to
smaller bee size

Sam Pearson, E&E reporter
Published: Monday, January 20, 2014

One of the most commonly used pesticide types plays a role in the size of individual bees, according to
scientists.

A study by researchers at Royal Holloway University of London published today in the Journal of Applied
Ecology found that exposure to pyrethroid pesticides reduced the size of individual bees produced at a
colony.
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Gemma Baron, a researcher from the university, said in a statement that scientists have found that
smaller bees have a harder time gathering resources, making it more difficult for them to survive.

"We know we have to protect plants from insect damage, but we need to find a balance and ensure we
are not harming our bees in the process," Mark Brown, a professor of evolutionary ecology and
conservation at Royal Holloway University, said in a statement.

To gather data, the researchers tracked bee colonies over four months, recording the size and weight of
new bees as they were exposed to one type of pyrethroid pesticide. Despite the drop in size, the study
noted that the scientists didn't observe any other changes in the bees, and the pesticide didn't change the
rate at which the bees reproduced. They plan to present the research at a conference on bee health
being held in London this week.

Pyrethroid pesticides have generally received less scrutiny in recent years than their newer cousins,
neonicotinoid pesticides. The European Union has issued a moratorium on three types of neonicotinoid
pesticides in the wake of new research showing that the chemicals may play a role in bee deaths, but the
pesticides remain in wide use in other areas, including the United States. Advocates of restrictions on
pesticides have said the E.U. regulations should be a model for future U.S. EPA action fo protect bees
(Greenwire, May 8, 2013).
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